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Nelson Mandela’s Heroics Leadership
The topic I choose is the Nelson Mandela. I already know several things about this African hero. Firstly, Nelson Mandela was a South African political leader, who served as the nation’s president from 1994-1999 and is renowned for his revolutionary and philanthropic heroics. He is regarded by many as one of the greatest transformational leaders of all time, and his leadership ideas have been replicated by many. His great works have won him many accolades, including the Nobel Peace Prize of the year 1993. 

Some the main things that interest me about this great leader include his deep and sincere love for humanity and persistence in pursuing his goals. For instance, despite being imprisoned for 27 years, Mandela never gave up his dream of liberating his people. Essentially, he was involved in many revolutionary activities and rose to become the first African president of his country. Additionally, Mandela demonstrated great leadership qualities, such as being a pacifist, humility, endurance, and showing insurmountable grit and determination. 

One of the things that I would like to know about Mandela is his educational history and academic performance throughout his school life.  Secondly, I would like to know about the details of his life in prison, and his experiences during this difficult period. Additionally, I would like to have an idea of the attributes that made him surmount all the formidable challenges and rise against all the odds to become one of the greatest leaders the world has ever known. Lastly, I would like to know about his marriage life, and the ideals his wife and children hold in honor of Mandela’s legacy.

In the article, "Leadership and Power in Nelson Mandela’s Long Walk To Freedom," by James. H. Read, the author describes the leadership and revolutionary journey of Mandela’s life. He details the struggles that Mandela endured during the apartheid regime and the things for which he stood. The leader describes the experiences that prepared him as a leader; along with the events which he displayed his true fighting spirit (Read 320). Essentially, the author captures the racial discrimination that existed for a long time in South Africa and the role that Mandela played in ending this unwanted regime.  According to the Reading “Mandela saw the conflict in variable‐sum, not zero‐sum terms: it was in all sides’ interest to avoid civil war, but without risk‐taking leadership civil war was the likely outcome (p. 317). Essentially, the author praises the non-violent ideals that Mandela promoted during the mass struggle, which was a key strategy in overcoming the colonial powers. The article presents the wondrous history of Mandela’s estimable accomplishments, and how he demonstrated aspects of a servant and transformational leadership. The author develops a reflection on the role of leadership and power in development, using Mandela as the reference point. 

In essence, if I were to write an essay concerning the subject of Mandela’ leadership, I would firstly focus on his childhood experiences, in order to understand how his formative background influenced his leadership capacity. I would also look into Mandela’s literary works, in order to appreciate the philosophies that interested him the most. Thirdly, I would write about his struggles during his prison tenure and the things that kept him going and fixated on his dream. With this information, it would be easier to highlight the personal attributes and experiences that influenced Mandela’s greatness.  
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